r ,' w - 



i ^ 

1 



i}l/UV ByJohn 

Public broadcasting indus- 
try leaders were blaming 
the White House yesterday 
as they surveyed the week- 
age of a four-month attempt . 
to negotiate peace between 
administration forces on the 
Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting and the na- 
tion’s 147 public TV licen- 
sees over control of their na- 
tional network. 

The corporation’s board, a 
majority of which was ap- 
pointed by President Nixon, 
shocked the industry Friday 
when it voted to defer ac- 
tion on a compromise effort 
recommended by its own ne- 
gotiating subcommittee. 

Since January, that group 
had been in constant contact 
with a licensee negotiating 
team led by Dallas industri- 
alist Ralph Rogers. 

Friday’s surprise action 
postponed indefinitely reso- 
lution of the long battle be- 
tween CPB and the opera- 
tors over control of program 
content and scheduling on 
the Public Broadcasting 
Service network. Until last 
fall, when the Nixon-ap- 
pointed board took control 
of CPB, the network had 
been under the direct con- 
trol of the stations. 

Sources in the industry 



Carmody 

charged yesterday that the 
White House mounted an in- 
tense, 48-hour telephone 
campaign before the Friday 
meeting in a successful at- 
tempt to pressure a major- 
ity of the 14-member board 
to table the compromise. As 
late as Thursdaj night, 
these sources claimed, the 
Rogers group was being as- 
sured that their negotiations 
would be confirmed at the. 
Friday meeting. / 

It has been learned that 
the compromise, agreed to 
by the “Rogers group’’ prior 
to the Friday meeting, con- 
tained these three principal 
points: 1 

• CPB, consulting with 
the Rogers group (which has 
also assumed policy control 
of the station managers or- 
ganization since negotia- 
tions began) would have the 
right to choose all programs 
funded by CPB. However, 
the compromise guaranteed 
a two-stage appeal mecha- 
nism for any Rogers group 
dissent on program choice. 
The final step in the appeal 
would be a “joint decision’ 
of the two groups’ chairmen, 
presently Thomas Curtis oi 
CPB and Rogers. 

See CPB, Bll, Col 3 
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